
Dear Leader: 

 

After consulting with party leadership and the candidates running this year, we have collectively 

decided to not hold our annual county convention next Saturday, March 21 due, of course, to the 

potential of COVID-19 spread.  In addition, the Chairman’s Club Breakfast scheduled for this 

Tuesday, March 17 is postponed to a to-be-determined date. 

Governor Murphy has called for all public events with over 250 people in attendance to be 

cancelled.  We are facing unprecedented times with these events: President Trump’s expanded 

travel ban and anticipated national emergency declaration; cancellations of NBA, NHL, NCAA 

and PGA events; our own County Executive Levinson’s directives concerning no visitors to the 

county nursing home and jail; not to mention the closure of Disneyland and Disneyworld.  They 

all lead to the same conclusion – our traditional convention should not move forward. 

I appreciate your notifying your membership about the convention’s cancellation, although we 

will be sending out notices via email as well early next week.  

In place of the normal convention, we will have a meeting consisting of the municipal leaders or 

a designee named by the leader.  The only contested race this year is for US Senate.  You’ve all 

heard from the candidates for that seat.  I ask that the leaders consult with their delegation – by 

phone or email – to determine how each municipality’s delegates are to be cast.  I will release the 

date and time of the meeting in a separate email after arrangements are made. 

The goal is to have the candidates address all the leaders and then conduct a roll call vote by 

each town, indicating how delegates are cast.  In addition to the candidates for US Senate, the 

candidates for other offices – Congressman Jeff Van Drew, Surrogate Jim Curcio, Sheriff 

candidate Joe O ’Donoghue, Freeholder John Risley and Freeholder candidates Jim Toto and 

Andrew Parker – will all make brief remarks. 

It is our hope to be able to broadcast this meeting live on Facebook so that those who usually 

would have attended can watch from home.  If you as a leader do not want to attend, we will also 

provide a telephone call in number so you can participate in that manner. 

No one else will be permitted to attend this meeting.  It is limited to municipal leaders and 

invited party and elected officials and candidates. 

I sincerely apologize for us having to take this action, but given the circumstances, it is 

unavoidable.  

Thanks and be healthy!   

Keith Davis 

Atlantic County Chairman 

 


